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Job Title: HGV Lorry Driver 
 

Heavy Goods Vehicle (HGV) lorry drivers transport and deliver goods between suppliers and customers. 
 
Why become a HGV Driver? Watch the video in this link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f94NDstGww4  
 
HGV drivers can also be known as LGV Drivers (Large Goods Vehicles) 
 
 

Entry requirements:  You can get into this job through: 

• an apprenticeship 
• working towards this role 
• specialist training providers 

 
Apprenticeship 

You can get into this job through a large goods vehicle (LGV) driver C and E intermediate apprenticeship. 

The armed forces have apprenticeship roles for drivers including for heavy goods vehicles. 

You can find out more from their careers websites. 

 Army apprenticeships 
 RAF apprenticeships 

 

Entry requirements 

You'll usually need: 

• GCSEs, usually including English and maths, for an intermediate apprenticeship 

 
Work 

If you're already working for a transport operator, for example as a clerk, your employer may be willing to put 
you through training to get your large goods vehicle licence. 

Other Routes 

You'll need to get a professional driving qualification called the Driver Certificate of Professional Competence 
(CPC). 

Courses vary in length. They cover things like driving skills, basic mechanics, loading and securing loads. At 
the end of your course you'll need to pass 4 parts of the CPC test that includes: 

• a driving theory test 
• online case studies 
• a test of your practical driving ability 
• a practical demonstration test 

 

Further information 

You'll find details about large goods vehicle licence applications on GOV.UK. 

Every 5 years, to stay qualified, you will need to take 35 hours of driver CPC training and renew your lorry 
driving licence. 

Skills required:  You'll need: 

• knowledge of vehicle and public safety and security 
• concentration skills for staying focused while driving 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f94NDstGww4
https://apply.army.mod.uk/what-we-offer/regular-soldier/skills
https://www.raf.mod.uk/recruitment/apprenticeships/
https://www.gov.uk/become-lorry-bus-driver
https://www.gov.uk/driver-cpc-training


• customer service skills 
• the ability to organise your time and workload 
• excellent verbal communication skills 
• patience and the ability to remain calm in stressful situations 
• physical skills like lifting, bending and carrying 
• knowledge of transport methods, costs and benefits 
• to be able to carry out basic tasks on a computer or hand-held device 

What you'll do:  Day-to-day tasks 

As part of your day-to-day duties you may: 

• provide excellent customer service to promote your company 
• make sure companies and individuals get the goods they need 
• plan delivery schedules and routes with transport managers 
• make sure loads are safely secured 
• check your vehicle to identify and report any issues 
• drive safely within the law and keep your vehicle tidy and roadworthy 
• follow traffic reports and change your route if necessary 
• supervise or help to load and unload goods 
• complete delivery paperwork and log books 

What you’ll earn:  • Starter – £19,000 
 

• Experienced - £36,000  
 
Average Salary - £32,500 

These figures are a guide 

Working hours, patterns and 
environment: 

Your working hours would be 38 - 52 per week (including evenings, nights and weekends) 

You may have to spend nights away from home 

Career path and 
progression: 

You can often increase your salary through shift allowances and bonuses. 

You could take further training and gain an ADR (Advisory Dangerous Goods by Road) Certificate to drive 
hazardous goods like toxic chemicals by tanker. 

With experience, you could train to become an LGV instructor, freight transport planner or move into 
management. 

You could become a self-employed LGV driver and work for different companies or set up your own transport 
company. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/driving-dangerous-goods-and-special-loads#driver-training-certificates-required-under-adr

	Apprenticeship
	Entry requirements

	Work
	Other Routes
	Further information

	Day-to-day tasks

