Job Title: Journalism

Job title: Architect

The journalism landscape is changing at a very fast pace. Alongside the longer established print journalism
(eg; newspapers, journals etc) on-line providers of content are challenging the status quo

Entry requirements:

You can enter the sector in a number of ways, below are examples of the most popular routes for recent
graduates:

o Taking a postgraduate course in Journalism eg: at City University or the National Council for the
Training of Journalists (NCTJ)

o Being recruited into a new entrant training scheme with a newspaper, TV or radio broadcaster e.g. the
BBC Journalism Trainee Scheme.

« Building up work experience (often unpaid) with university papers and submitting articles to magazines,
newspapers and online publications.

Regardless of which route you decide to take, it's essential to gain significant writing experience prior to
applying for a course or applying to a job, by writing for university/college newspapers, blogs etc. This
experience, not only helps to improve your writing skills, but also to build a portfolio of work that demonstrates
your abilities to future employers/course providers

A university course

You may find it useful to have a degree in a subject like journalism or English. This will help you develop the
skills you'll need as a journalist.

Entry requirements
You'll usually need:

e 2to 3 Alevels, or equivalent, for a degree
e adegree in any subject for a postgraduate course

Other Routes

You could do a college course, which would teach you some of the skills and knowledge you need in this job.
Relevant qualifications include Level 3 Diploma in Journalism or Level 3 Diploma in Multimedia Journalism.

Some colleges offer the Level 3 Certificate in Foundation Journalism and courses in Shorthand, accredited by
the National Council for the Training of Journalists (NCTJ).

Entry requirements
You'll usually need:

e 4 or5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 or equivalent, for a level 3 course

Skills required:

You'll need:

e knowledge of English language

o knowledge of media production and communication

e to be thorough and pay attention to detail

« the ability to accept criticism and work well under pressure

o excellent written communication skills

o excellent verbal communication skills

« ambition and a desire to succeed

o persistence and determination

« to be able to use a computer and the main software packages competently

What you'll do:

Your day-to-day tasks may include:

e investigating a story as soon as it breaks

« following up potential leads and developing new contacts

« interviewing people face-to-face and over the phone

« attending press conferences

e recording meetings and interviews using recording equipment or shorthand
e coming up with ideas for stories and features

« writing up articles in a style that will appeal to the reader

« sub-editing other reporters' articles for publication

o writing up articles for online publication



http://www.nctj.com/journalism-qualifications/Certificate-in-Foundation-Journalism
http://www.nctj.com/journalism-qualifications/shorthand-teeline

What you’ll earn: e Starter: £15,000

e Experienced: £50,000
These figures are just a guide and could be more when you start

Working hours, patterns and | You could work in an office or remotely wherever a story presents itself
environment:

Your working environment may be emotionally demanding and you could travel often.

Career path and With experience, you could become a chief reporter or a specialist writer, covering areas like politics, business
progression: or particular regions of the country. You could move to a national newspaper or work as a critic.

You could move into other areas such as magazine, broadcast or online journalism. Or you could work in a
press office or public relations.
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