Job Title: Plumber

Job Title: Plumber

Lighting technicians produce, rig and build lighting systems used in live events, like concerts or theatre
performances, or on television or film sets.

Entry requirements:

Apprenticeship

To start an apprenticeship such as a technical theatre and lighting advanced apprenticeship you'll usually
need 5 GCSEs or equivalent at grades 9 to 4, including English and Maths.

Other options include:

A university degree such as Performing Arts (Production).

Volunteering or gaining work experience in theatres or broadcaster training schemes.

You could also qualify as an electrician first and then get practical experience in production lighting.

The Association of British Theatre Technicians (ABTT) runs special courses that may be very helpful

Skills required:

You'll need:

e knowledge of electrical systems

« knowledge of electronics

« to be comfortable with heights

o to be a problem solver

e strong verbal communication skills
« to be creative and innovative

What you'll do:

Depending on where you would you would

Interpret a lighting designers plan

Carry out risk assessments for health and safety purposes

Plan where to run cables and place lights at film locations

Help to rig up the lighting equipment

Set up generators on location

Ensure all equipment is kept in working order

Programme the consoles and load automated colour change systems before a show
Take cues from the stage manager in theatre or the floor manager in TV productions
Operate manual and computer-controlled lighting systems during a show

Take down equipment after shows or a day of filming

What you’ll earn:

e Starter—£15,000

e Experienced - £40,000

Working hours, patterns and
environment:

You’'ll work 40 — 45 hours a week (including evenings, nights, weekends and bank holidays)

You may be working on your own, as a self-employed freelancer, or you could be employed on a large crew
on, for example, a concert tour.

Career path and
progression:

Some lighting technicians move into sound operations or combine sound and lighting expertise, while others
move into special effects or production design.

If you're working as a freelance technician, you may be able to supplement your income by training others,
working for recognised course providers.
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