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“To provide a Christian environment in which young people are safe,
secure, cared for and happy, and are able to develop into articulate,
confident and well-qualified citizens of the world.”

Advent Carol Service at St Ann’s Church

On Friday 2nd December, the school was once again privileged to be
welcomed to St Ann’s Church in the centre of Manchester for our Advent
Carol Service. The theme for the service was ‘Mary accepts the call to be
the Mother of God’, and our school choirs and music ensembles brought an
exceptional offering of songs and musical items. All who attended were
impressed with the quality of performances, which also included a number
of solo items, and enjoyed singing Advent carols and sharing in readings
and prayers. The service concluded with the annual blessing of the crib in St
Ann’s Square, alongside a few verses of ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’
accompanied by the brass groups. The service was led by our School
Chaplain, Revd Dr Birkinshaw, and special thanks goes to Mrs Madden, our
Director of Music.




Sixth Form Updates
Dr Alnuamaani, Assistant Director of Sixth Form, tells us more:

“It's been a busy term in the Sixth Form. Year 13 students are working hard
on UCAS applications and it's great to see interviews for Universities starting
to take place and offers coming in. To support students, earlier in the month
the Sixth Form took part in a range of careers week activities. Universities
including UCLAN, Huddersfield University, MMU, UOM and University of
Leeds came into school to speak to students at lunchtime about their
courses, whilst apprenticeship providers such as MMU, AJ Bell, KPMG and
Ask Apprenticeships also visited, giving Year 13s an opportunity to apply for
the degree apprenticeship programmes. During the Wednesday afternoon
enrichment sessions, Year 12 participated in a speed networking event
speaking to employers from a range of backgrounds including the NHS,
Microsoft, Manchester CPS and an engineering and not-for-profit
company. Year 12 students are now working on their CVs and covering let-
ters to find placements for our Professional Work Placement Week in the
summer term.

As part of our commitment to PSHE education, Year 12 had their first PSHE
day last month. The day reinforced our commitment to being open about our
mental health needs. Students attended sessions on managing anxiety, ex-
am stress and explored different ways to manage these using breathing,
movement and relaxation techniques and mindfulness colouring. We also
had sessions on emergency first aid delivered by Street Doctors, an intro-
duction to British Sign Language and a session on healthy relationships. This
was delivered in partnership with Greater Manchester Youth Network who
will support us to deliver another session in the Spring term.”

School Pick Ups and Drop Offs

The areas on Higher Cambridge Street, at the front of school, and Boundary
Lane, at the back of school, are very busy at the start and end of the school
day. We would be grateful if all parents could please try and make
arrangements to collect your children in a street a little further away from the
school exits.

This will reduce congestion and also reduce the risk of an accident. Thank
you in advance for your cooperation.




Maths Challenge

From Assistant Head of Mathematics, Mr Barton:
“In November, Billy (Year 12) and Yoyo (Year 13), took ‘.l
part in the Andrew Jobbings Senior Kangaroo Challenge.
This challenge is only available to the top scorers in the
Senior Maths Challenge. They are the first Trinity

challenge, which puts them in the top 25% within this
high performing category. An outstanding performance
from two outstanding mathematicians.

Well done Billy and Yoyo!”

Year 11 Mocks

Mock exams for our Year 11s have been taking place over the last two
weeks, and we have been delighted to see the mature attitude taken by the
students towards these exams. They are an excellent opportunity for
students to gain an insight into how the summer exams will operate, practice
exam technique and see gaps in their knowledge to work on over the
forthcoming months.

Music Updates

Cathedral Carol Service - this annual event will
be held at the magnificent Manchester Cathedral,
at 7.30pm on Wednesday 14" December. There
will be around 130 of our students performing in
various ensembles, in addition to hymns, prayers
and readings. It promises to be a very uplifting
occasion!

Oliver the Musical - Congratulations to Jake in
Year 7 (shown on the right) who played the Artful
Dodger in a fantastic run of the musical 'Oliver
with Mossley Amateur Operatic and Dramatic
Society last week. We can't wait to see your
stage career progress Jake!




Advent Eucharist

We were delighted to welcome Revd Dr Paul Mathole and Revd Sarah
Bradley, from Holy Trinity Platt at the end of last month to lead our Advent
Eucharist.

And finally...

...as the last school week of 2022 approaches, we would like to make
parents aware of the last day of term arrangements on Friday, 16th
December, 2022.

The structure of the day will be slightly different than usual. All year groups
will have the opportunity to enjoy Christmas music celebrations and an ex-
tended ‘brunch’.

Form Tutors will be explaining the structure of the day to students next
week, however please be aware that there will be an early finish for all
year groups on this day at 12.20pm.

Mr Julian Nicholls
Head
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