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SCHOOL AIM 
“To provide a Christian environment in which young people are safe, 
secure, cared for and happy, and are able to develop into articulate, 

confident and well-qualified citizens of the world.” 

Y9 Parents’ Evening 

We had an excellent turnout of parents and carers (89%) at the first ‘in      
person’ subject parents evening for the current Y9 students.  Many parents 
commented to me that coming into school was much better than telephone 
calls, and there was a real buzz in our two venues - Temple Gym and the 
Main Sports Hall.  In addition to subject conversations, the Y9 pastoral team 
were working with parents, Mr Johnson supported the options process and 
we had both our careers advisor and the school nurse in attendance.  The 
new system of allocating appointments worked well, and we were             
delighted that some parents who hadn’t made appointments were still able 
to see their child’s teachers. 



Particular thanks must be given to our Sixth Form Prefect Team who          
co-ordinated the signing in and directed parents between rooms and Miss 
Hooley from Student Services who set up the event and made sure parents 
and carers were well looked after. 

Year 9 Options Presentation 

On Thursday 19th January, all year 9 students were assembled in the      
Interactive Lecture Theatre for a talk about course choices for Key Stage 
4.  The students were encouraged to start some thinking about their career 
ambitions, what college courses they would perhaps like to study, and what 
university course they may apply for.   The presentation was supported by a 
video that had been recorded by some current Y10’s who gave the Y9's the   
benefit of their experience. The video was really informative, and the      
message came through that students should take their time to think about 
the process and not rush into decisions.   

Mr Johnson has created an area on the school website where more          
information can be accessed, there are short introductory videos for all    
subject areas which are definitely worth looking at.  Each of our subject  
leaders has explained their course, the assessment system and what       
careers the course could 
lead to.  In addition to 
this, there is a three     
minute presentation  to 
parents that includes all 
the detail on completing 
the form. 

The options form should 
be completed online by 
the deadline of 9am on 
Friday 3rd February 
2023.   



Contact Theatre Trip 

Last week, our year 11 Acting students visited the Contact Theatre for an   
inspiring day long workshop, learning a variety of ‘devising’ techniques in 
preparation for their final exam of their Acting course. The students enjoyed 
working in a theatre for the day alongside industry professionals and are 
looking forward to implementing what they learned into their work. The exam 
preparations start next week and we wish all the students every success. 

Breakfast Meetings 

Mr Cann (Head of KS4) has been chairing our series of 'breakfast meetings' 
over the last two weeks.  The meetings start at 7:45, and we have about 35 
minutes to discuss each individual from a particular form each day. We     
discuss the areas of attendance and punctuality, mock  exam results and 
estimated grades. These estimated grades will be available for parents on 
the final Y11 report, to be issued before the February half term.  Mr Cann 
and the Senior Tutor for Y11, Mr Carter, assign some students into 'support 
groups' with the aim of addressing aspects of student performance, and we 
are delighted that Dr Janet Buck started providing academic mentoring for a 
group of 40 students which started on Tuesday 24th January. 



Sporting News 

Our year 8 boys' football team were in great form last week in two league 
matches. Beating the Chorlton High School team 2-0 and cruising to a 5-0 
win against Didsbury High School. 

Our U'16 boys' basketball team played a superb game against Manchester 
Communications Academy and managed to come away with the win 31-25 
in the Manchester league. 

It was an exciting afternoon for our new year 7 athletics team at Sports City. 
There were a lot of students representing the school for the first time and 
there were some fantastic performances!    

And finally… 

Just a reminder that next Wednesday 1st February 2023 is the day the 
school will be closed for most students due to strike action by members of 
the National Education Union.  There will be work for students to complete 
on ‘Show My Homework’, and we look forward to a completely normal day 
in school on Thursday 2nd February 2023.   

If you have checked the school calendar you will see that half term is early 
this year, we finish for a week at the end of the school day on Friday 10th         
February 2023. 

                               Julian Nicholls 

                                              Head 


